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Focus Question Rubric 

 

 

Lesson:  
 

Part 1: Student self-assessment 

When you check your answer, think about how well you: 

• answered the focus question 
• gave a reason for your answer 
• used a fact, number, name or quote from the 

reading or the activity 

• used the concept word 
• wrote complete sentences that someone else 

can follow 

Proficiency My answer  –  Circle the number that best fits your answer. 

5 
I answered the question clearly and gave reasons that make sense. I used facts from the reading 
or the activity and explained how they help my answer. 

4 

I answered the question and gave a reason. I used at least one fact, number, name or quote 
from the reading or the activity, and it fits my answer. My sentences are complete and easy to 
follow. 

3 
I answered the question and gave a simple reason. I used a fact from the reading, but I did not 
say how it helps my answer. Most of my sentences are easy to follow. 

2 
I gave an answer, but my reason is unclear or just repeats my answer. I talked about the 
reading, but I did not use a specific fact. Some of my sentences are hard to follow. 

1 I have not answered the question yet, or I mostly retold the reading. 

Explain why I chose this number: 
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Part 2: Teacher assessment 

When scoring, consider how effectively the student: 

• answers the focus question 
• gives a reason for the answer 
• supports it with evidence from the reading or the 

lesson activity 

• uses the lesson concept or key word 
• writes complete sentences in an order a reader can 

follow 

Proficiency Description  –  Circle the number that best fits the response as a whole. 

5 
The answer is clear and is supported by reasons that make sense. Specific evidence from the 
reading or the activity supports it, and the student explains how. The sentences are connected 
and follow a logical order. 

4 
The answer is clear and is supported by a reason. At least one specific fact, number, name or 
quote from the reading or the activity supports it. The sentences are complete and easy to 
follow. 

3 
The answer is clear, and the reason is simple. A relevant fact from the reading or the activity is 
included, but its link to the answer is not explained. Most sentences are complete and easy to 
follow. 

2 
An answer is given, but the reason is unclear or repeats the answer. Evidence is general (“the 
reading says”) or does not quite support the answer. Some sentences are incomplete or out of 
order. 

1 
The response does not yet answer the question, or it only retells the reading. There is little or no 
evidence, and the meaning is hard to follow. 

0 
Not assessed. There is no real attempt at the question, or the response is too short to assess. It 
does not reflect the quality of the work. 

What went well: Next step: 

 


